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In this lecture, the author considers the relative merits of communities and states in modern 

political life, using examples drawn from the works of Martin Buber (and Gustav Landauer) – 

most importantly the Israeli kibbutz – and some further examples from European and American 

history in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. After contrasting communities of production 

and communities of struggle, the paper concludes with a qualified defense of the state against 

Buber's communitarianism. 
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Despite adverse political circumstances and substantial opposition from their Israeli colleagues, in 

the mid-1950s two scientists from the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot and a German 

scientist at CERN initiated scientific collaboration between the Weizmann Institute and German 

scientists. They soon succeeded in gaining political support, and in 1964 their efforts resulted in 

the first Minerva agreement, which led to large-scale collaboration between the Weizmann 

Institute, some German universities and the Max Planck Society.  

The collaboration yielded distinct benefits for both sides. At the time, in the aftermath of World 

War II, German science was suffering as a result of the Nazi expulsion of Jewish scientists and 

partial international isolation. Collaboration with an Israeli institution was an important factor in 

re-internationalizing German science and enabling young scientists to encounter stimulating new 

research environments. For the Weizmann Institute, the material benefits of the collaboration 

were important at a time of severe economic hardship in Israel. In the long run, the collaboration 

contributed to strengthening the cooperation between Israeli and European science. Apart from 

individual cases, scientific and scholarly collaboration between Germany and other Israeli 

universities started only many years later.  

The Israeli scientists’ demand that the collaboration involve only German scientists who had been 

anti-Nazis or belonged to the younger generation was not and could not be fulfilled. Postwar 



myths created by German scientists about their former anti-Nazi attitudes, along with the silence 

of major German institutions such as the Max Planck Society and its leadership concerning their 

own participation in the Nazi racial and anti-Semitic policies, served to facilitate the 

collaboration. 

This paper scrutinizes the motives of the main protagonists of the early collaboration, its benefits 

at the individual and institutional levels, and the open and hidden political agendas behind it. 

 

Ute Deichmann is founding Director of the Jacques Loeb Centre for the History and Philosophy of the Life 

Sciences, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.  

 


